
 

 
 
 
 
Werner Van Mechelen   
Bass- Bariton  
 
The multi-faceted bass-baritone Werner Van Mechelen has achieved great 
success in opera as well as in concerts and as a recital singer. 
 
His future guest engagements include Klingsor in PARSIFAL at the Vienna 
State Opera and during the Wiener Festwochen,  Alberich in 
GÖTTERDÄMMERUNG at the Saarländisches Staatstheater in Saarbrücken, 
and Capulet in ROMEO ET JULIETTE at the Royal Opera House in Brussels. 
 
Further to his opera career, Werner Van Mechelen is very active as a Lied and 
Oratorio singer. He will be performing several Song recitals, including 
WINTERREISE of Schubert and varied programs titled “HYMN TO THE MOTHER 
IN THE ARTSONGS and AN DIE FERNE GELIEBTE for the Beethoven year. 
He will also be giving concerts featuring Mendelssohn’s ELIAS and Puccini’s 
MESSA DI GLORIA. As a conductor, he will conduct concerts featuring 
Haendel’s MESSIAH. He is also the driving force and director of his own 
concert series, ZEE-renades, in the municipality of DE HAAN AAN ZEE. 
 
Recent engagements: Konrad Nachtigal in DIE MEISTERSINGER VON 
NÜRNBERG at the Bayreuth Festival, Alberich in SIEGFRIED at the 
Staatstheater Saarbrücken and the Opéra Royal in Versailles, Pizarro in 
FIDELIO with the National Orchestra of Spain in Madrid, Klingsor in PARSIFAL 
at the Wiener Staatsoper, Klingsor in PARSIFAL, Un torturato in 
INTOLLERANZA and Orschwir in BRODECK (AA) in the Flemisch Opera 
Antwerp/Ghent. 
 
Guest appearances have also taken him as Klingsor in PARSIFAL and Kothner 
in MEISTERSINGER VON NÜRNBERG in the Bayreuth Festival, Alberich in 
RHEINGOLD at the opéra de Versailles, as Heerrufer in LOHENGRIN and Peter 
in KINDEREN DER ZEE by Mortelmans at the Royal Muntschouwbirg in 
Brussels, as Alberich in THE RING DES NIBELUNGEN to the Deutsche Oper 
Berlin and the Hamburg State Opera, as Wolfram in TANNHÄUSER and 
Musiklehrer in ARIADNE AUF NAXOS to the Saarländisches Staatstheater 
Saarbrücken, , to the Hamburg State Opera as Don Pizarro in FIDELIO , as 
Alberich in SIEGFRIED at the Tyrolean Festival Erl and at the Komische Oper 
Berlin as Pandolphe in Massenet's CENDRILLON. 
 
The discography showcases the singer’s versatility: several CS’s and DVD’s 
featuring songs, oratorios and operas are available. 
 
Werner van Mechelen made his studies at the Lemmens Institute at Leuven 
with Roland Bufkens and has participated in  master classes of Dietrich 
Fischer-Dieskau, Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Robert Holl, Mitsuko Shirai, Hartmut 
Höll and Malcolm King. He has been awarded with several international prizes 
the Queen Elisabeth Prize (Brussels), the International Vocalists Competiton 
(‘s-Hertogenbosch), the International Singing Competition (Toulouse), the 
Vinas Competition (Barcelona) and the Cardiff Singer of the World 
Competition. 
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